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Percentage of occurrences of disasters by type and share of casualties for different disasters 



Some of the recent devastating 

earthquakes in the region

• 2002- AFGHANISTAN (Hindu-Kush)– Magnitude: 7.2
• 2003- IRAN (Bam) – Magnitude: 6.6
• 2004- IRAN (Baldeh) – Magnitude: 6.3
• 2005- PAKISTAN (Kashmir)- Magnitude: 7.6
• 2006- IRAN (Doroud) – Magnitude: 6.1
• 2008- KYRGYZSTAN - Magnitude: 6.7
• 2009- AFGHANISTAN (Hindu-Kush)– Magnitude: 6.2
• 2011- PAKISTAN (Baluchistan)- Magnitude: 7.2
• 2011- TURKIYE (Van)- Magnitude: 7.1
• 2012- IRAN (Ahar) – Magnitude: 6.4
• 2013- PAKISTAN (Baluchistan)- Magnitude: 7.7 
• 2015- AFGHANISTAN (Hindu-Kush)– Magnitude: 7.5
• 2015- TAGIKISTAN - Magnitude: 7.2
• 2017- IRAN-IRAQ (Kermanshah)- Magnitude: 7.3
• 2020- TURKIYE-IRAN- Magnitude: 5.7
• 2020- TURKIYE-GREECE (Aegean)- Magnitude: 7.0
• 2022 – PAKISTAN-AFGHANISTAN- Magnitude: 6.0
• 2023- Turkiye-Syria –Magnitude: 7.8
• 2023- AFGHANISTAN (Herat)– Magnitude: 6.3

Needs for establishment a regional center to 
study earthquake risk and resilience and to 
support the governments for DRR and DRM



• Official request: Feb. 2016

• Technical and scientific evaluation: 2016-2019

• Approval in General Conference of UNESCO: Nov. 2019 
By consensus, as the 5th Category II Centre on Earth 
Sciences and 2nd Center on disaster risk reduction, 
under auspices of UNESCO

• Agreement was signed by Iranian Minster of Science, 
Research and Technology and Director General of 
UNESCO on Feb. 2021

• Approval by the Iranian Parliament: January 2023



Key challenges to be addressed by the Center in DRRM in context 
of SFDRR

• To undertake research and development in main fields of earthquake risk 
mitigation and management to contribute to better understanding of the 
risk posed by earthquakes (addressing risk informed development)

• Assistance to the Governments in the design of policies mitigating 
disaster risk and impact (Risk Governance)



• Performing DRRM activities such as risk reduction, 
preparedness, post disaster needs assessment, damage 
surveys, post-disaster reconnaissance missions, assessment of 
physical, functional and economic losses

• Assessment of social effects of disasters and planning of 
measures and activities for disaster response, recovery, re-
development and protection of disaster stricken regions

Support policy elaboration and development for 
disaster risk mitigation by undertaking activities



- Regional short-term courses

- Graduate degree programs

- Educational materials for special groups

- Organizing drills and practices

Promote education and training to provide transfer of knowledge in 
the area of earthquake risk management at different levels

Promote a culture of risk prevention and community awareness 
through organization of workshops, seminars, drills, ….



- Support development, implementation and improvement of 
technical regulations, standards and guidelines in the field of DRR

- Conduct research and development in advanced methods, 
techniques and tools for earthquake loss assessment, rapid 
response, decision support, etc.



Strengthening the regional collaborations and participate in 
regional networks on DRRM

- Facilitating collaboration between 
DRRM stakeholders, research 
centers, UN agencies, etc.;

- Exchange of knowledge and practices 
on DRRM with other countries in the 
region and worldwide



www.rcecwa.net

Thanks for your attention


