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UNESCO Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP)

IHP is the only Intergovernmental Cooperation Programme of the United Nations System dedicated to 
water research, water resources management, and education and capacity development.

IHP envisions a water secure world where people and institutions have adequate capacity and scientifically 
based knowledge for informed decision-making on water management and governance to attain 

sustainable development and to build resilient societies

IHP creates bridges between
stakeholders from around the 

world

Help decision makers adapt their policies
based on sound scientific evidence

IHP organizes courses, trainings and 
workshops on water-related issues 

and provides resources and tools at all 
levels

Mobilize international cooperation to 
improve knowledge and innovation to 

address water security challenges 

Strengthen the science-policy interface 
to reach water security at local, national, 

regional and global levels

Enhance capacity through education and 
training for improved water management 

and governance
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Evolution of IHP

Science for a Water Secure World 
in a Changing Environment

IHP-IX
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• The National Committees of the IHP are
constituted and run under the authority of national
governments and play a critical role in the
implementation of the IHP. 

• The IHP has 170 National Committees and Focal 
Points that are fundamental to ensuring the widest 
possible participation of Member States in the 
programme’s actions.

• The committees provide the direct connection with
the requirements of the Member States and the
IHP’s beneficiaries and are indispensable to ensure
the exchange of experience among the countries
within a region, with the IHP Secretariat and within
the Programme’s statutory bodies.

IHP National Committees & Focal Points



Water-related 
Category 2 institutes and centres under the auspices of UNESCO 
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• Category 2 institutes and centres under the auspices of 
UNESCO (C2C) are a global network of institutions of 
excellence in the Organization’s domains of 
competence. 

• Given their expertise, these institutes and centres 
contribute meaningfully to implementing UNESCO’s 
priorities, programmes, and global development 
agendas during a defined period, through international 
and regional cooperation, research, knowledge 
production, policy advice, and capacity enhancement. 

• Though independent of UNESCO, C2Cs are privileged 
partners of the Organization with access to UNESCO’s 
logo, international and intergovernmental bodies, and 
networks, and may leverage UNESCO’s international 
reach and convening powers. 

https://www.unesco.org/en/ihp/centres?hub=68140



Global Network of UNESCO Water-related Institutes and Centres
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Water-related Chairs and UNITWIN Networks
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• A network of universities around the world supports UNESCO’s
work in water, to help address pressing challenges by sharing
knowledge, developing collaborative work and developing
capacity.  

• The UNESCO Chairs teams contribute at each stage of IHP work:
from the exploration of emerging issues, through the
development of international normative instruments to the
implementation of policy recommendations at the national
level. 

• They also bring together partners in academia, civil society,
local communities and policy-makers in dialogue for project
implementation

https://www.unesco.org/en/ihp/chairs?hub=68140



Water-related Chairs and UNITWIN Networks
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• As a programme at the global level, IHP covers a 
wide spectrum of initiatives known as Flagship 
Initiatives.

• Flagship Initiatives play a particular important role
in promoting IHP’s role in Water Science and
broadening hydrology outreach as well as bringing
in perspectives and ideas reflecting knowledge
across the spectrum of its Member States.

• Currently, UNESCO has 16 Flagship Initiatives which 
the IHP Intergovernmental Council endorses. Nine 
of them are hosted or co-hosted by the UNESCO
Water Family including Category 2 Centres or
Institutes and Chairs.

IHP Flagship Initiatives

Flagship Initiatives
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IHP Flagship Initiatives
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UNESCO Water Family Upcoming Activities and Events 

• World Water Forum
Bali, Indonesia, 18-25 May 2024

UNESCO Pavilion: Members of the UNESCO Water Family are invited to join 
the exhibition and display their selected relevant promotional materials and 
publications in small numbers and in electronic formats (screens will be 
provided), organize small events or hold meetings at the UNESCO Pavilion 
during the Forum.

• UNESCO Water Family Symposium 
Paris, France and on-line, 4 June 2024 (Day 2 of 26th IHP Council)

The event will showcase UNESCO Water Family contribution to IHP-IX and 
reflect on the contribution to the 50th Anniversary of IHP
For more information : ihp@unesco.org



Thank you! Merci 

 Dr. Rahmah Elfithri 
Chief of Section 
Capacity Development and Water Family Coordination (CDW) 
Division of Water Sciences 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Programme (IHP) 
UNESCO 
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Email: r.elfithri@unesco.org 
Web: https://en.unesco.org/themes/water-
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